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Second Chance Animal Shelter is a nationally recognized organization that 
has been providing innovative programs and services to help animals in 
Massachusetts since 1999. 

We reduce the number of homeless pets by 
preventing unwanted litters, offering low-
cost veterinary services,  placing animals 
in permanent homes, and promoting best 
practices in animal sheltering.

Our Mission Our Mission 



Second Chance Animal Shelter 
is committed to ensuring a 
second chance for every pet in 
Massachusetts, but we can’t 
do it without you.

Wallace, adopted in August 2015



The 
Second Chance 
Difference

Our philosophy is unique. For too many years, animal 
welfare has concentrated only on pets already in shelters. 
We are changing the status quo. Second Chance Animal 
Shelter focuses on the root causes of animal suffering by 
working to keep pets out of shelters in the first place. 
We provide community services and programs that help 
people and their pets stay together, including education, 
surrender prevention, and low-cost veterinary care.

The 
Second Chance 
Difference 



The 
Second Chance 
Difference

The 
Second Chance 
Difference 

Provide•	  temporary shelter to stray, abandoned, and surrendered animals, 
and place them in permanent, loving homes.

Reduce•	  the number of unwanted pets by performing over 5,000 low-cost 
spay and neuter surgeries annually.

Promote•	  the health of pets by offering veterinary services, including low- 
or no-cost services to people living at or below the poverty level so that 
they and their pets can stay together.

Support•	  other animal welfare organizations by providing low- or no-cost 
veterinary services.

Offer •	 programs that help people and pets. Project Good Dog matches 
prisoners with dogs in need of training to overcome behavioral issues, and 
our educational programs for children promote a profound respect for 
animals, an understanding of the plight of homeless pets, the importance 
of pet care, and how to be safe around animals. 

What We DoWhat We Do



Our Adoption Center

More than three out of four pets living 
in poor communities have never seen 
a veterinarian in their lives. 

Our ClinicOur Clinic 

Second Chance’s clinic is important; 
although 91% of pets in the general 
population are spayed or neutered, 
a staggering 87% living in poor and 
underserved communities are not.

Second Chance Animal Shelter is the only animal welfare organization 
in Massachusetts that operates a subsidized veterinary clinic.

Our 
Adoption Center



Our Adoption Center
Our 

Adoption Center

Seconds Chance’s adoption 
center houses and cares 
for pets that have been 
abandoned and surrendered. 
Some of them come from 
cruelty cases, hoarding situations, or shelters where they were 
at risk for euthanasia. The pets at our adoption center receive  
full medical attention prior to adoption as well as lots of 
love and care while they wait for their forever homes. We are a  
no-kill facility, so there is no time limit on how long the animals 
are with us.

We are committed to finding the best possible home for our 
surrendered pets. It’s not just about placing dogs and cats as 
quickly as possible but ensuring that the animal and the new 
loving family have a lifelong, happy match. 



We’ve been growing, but it’s 
not enough.

The Need 
IncreasesGandolph, adopted in July 2015



Second Chance currently has three physical locations and a mobile adoption 
and veterinary clinic, but the demand for our services continues to grow. 

The need is particularly great for low-income people and their pets. About 
200,000 pets are living in poverty in Massachusetts. Their owners love their 
animals but do not always have the means to care for them. This is espe-
cially true for the elderly, whose pets may be their only companions and 
source of comfort.

The last few years have seen a dramatic increase in the number of pets we 
serve. From 2013 to 2014, the number of pets we helped through adoption, 
low-cost spay and neuter procedures, subsidized veterinary care, training, 
pet food pantries, and educational outreach programs grew from 10,000 
to 16,000. The number of animals our veterinary clinic served during that  
period increased by 720%. 

In 2015, we expect to serve over 20,000 pets and their people.

The Need 
Increases

The Need 
Increases



How You 
Can Help

Cali, adopted in August 2015

37% of our annual budget is 
from contributions by people 
who can’t imagine not giving 
an animal in need a second 
chance—people like you.



We have made great strides, but there is still much to do. Without your help, we 
simply cannot keep up with the tremendous growth in demand for our services. 
We need you to ensure second chances for every pet in  Massachusetts. You 
can make all the difference for animals in need.

With your support, we will: 

Purchase two new mobile units, enabling Second Chance to •	
deliver services directly to those communities most in need. 
(Cost: $500,000)  

Purchase an additional facility to increase the geographic •	
area we reach and the number of pets and people we serve. 
(Cost: $1 million)

Create an endowment to pay for the annual maintenance of •	
our five facilities and the purchase of medical equipment.  
(Cost: $1 million)

Total Campaign Goal: $2.5 million

How You 
Can Help

How You 
Can Help



With your help, Second Chance 
Animal Shelter will be helping 
pets and their people for many 
years to come. 

Empress, adopted in August 2015



Happy TalesHappy  Tales
 

Debbie E. and Truffles
We adopted Truffles . . . a few months after losing our special 
orange and white cat to cancer. We traveled almost two 
hours to find him at Second Chance. He is entertaining, the 
official greater to us when we come home and special in 
every way. He is celebrating his fourth birthday this month 
and we have enjoyed him since he was seven months old. 
Thank you Second Chance for allowing him to make our 
family complete.

Diane L. and Lucy and Billie White Shoes
Six days after [our beagle’s] passing, we found ourselves at 
Second Chance Animal Shelter after seeing another beagle 
on their site. . . . After looking at many dogs, a volunteer 
introduced us to Lucy (German shepard/beagle mix), and 
she got her furever home. This led me to volunteer for 
the shelter and foster cats. About a month after bringing 
Lucy home, we fostered Billie White Shoes. . . . Two happy 
pets and happy parents, thanks to Second Chance Animal 
Shelter.

Heidi L. and Solomon
Solomon was one of the many Cocker Spaniels rescued 
by Second Chance animal shelter. Solomon was a very 
scared boy when we first met but, the staff was amazing 
with him throughout the entire adoption process . . . 
nothing but compassion and professionalism. From the 
initial contact via email when I saw Solomon online, 
to his dental appointment and all the paperwork, I 
was completely impressed with the easy yet thorough 
process to ensure a wonderful new and forever home 

for Solomon. I have recommended Second Chance as an option for adoption and or vet 
services many times through word of mouth and social network.



Second Chance Animal Shelter, Inc.

www.secondchanceanimals.org 
info@secondchanceanimals.org

Adoption Center 
111 Young Road, P.O. Box 136 
East Brookfield, MA 01515 
(508) 867-5525

Pet Wellness and Education Center 
372 North Main Street, 
North Brookfield, MA 01535 
(508) 637-1333

Community Veterinary Clinic 
501 Belmont Avenue 
Springfield, MA  01108

Adult Cat Adoption Center 
PetSmart 
1 Worcester Rd 
Framingham, MA  01701

Lucia, adopted in July 2015


